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Poor data quality can result in unreliable analysis, inaccurate conclusions, and wasted effort. Since 'quality' is broad
and often subjective, we break it down into key dimensions—each with guiding questions to help evaluate critical
attributes of tabular data.

Does the data reflect what it is

meant to represent?
Is the data free from errors or distortions?
Has it been verified against its original
source(s)?
@ Are there discrepancies between data
entries and trusted references?

Are all required data points present

and accounted for?
® Are any entries missing?
Does the data include and capture all
necessary variables and observations?
@ Are missing data documented and

explained?

Does the data follow

defined rules and formats? Is the data recorded uniformly?

O Are numeric values within valid fD(/)/ namingdcoglventions and labels
ranges _ ollow standards?

O Are&/a}_uesdresirlcted to ste? @ Are related fields logically consistent
predefined categories or lists: across rows and columns?

® Are invalid or out-of-scope @ Do entries follow established formats
entries flagged and corrected? (e.g., ISO dates, country codes)?

Is the data current and relevant?

Are records distinct, without Does the data include a timestamp?

duglrlecglflrgv?s?and uniaue fields trul Is the data still current and relevant for
® nique? g y TIMELINESS decision-making? _
; : : Are there delays between data generation
© Does each data point have a unique and data availability?
o Are different versions of the same
dataset clearly labeled and "

distinguishable?

Need a hand to get there?

ﬂef[,' /) -
2.5 Wtz contact us:
Ly, P ﬂzla. rds@library.ucsh.edu

UC SANTA BARBARA
lel'ary www.library.ucsb.edu 1 ¥


http://perma.cc/5LBN-YQDU

