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The Dublin Core Metadata Initiative (DCMI) was named after its inaugural meeting in 1995 in Dublin, Ohio. The
organization maintains the DCMI Metadata Element Set, one of the most straightforward and widely adopted
metadata schema. Initially intended for web resources, Dublin Core (DC) has proven its versatility in describing
various physical and digital objects, including datasets.

The DC Metadata Element Set
consists of 15 core properties:

Characteristics & Advantages

~ DI YOU KNOW ?
~» Disciplinary agnostic
Semantically interoperable
Highly adaptable (elements
are optional and
repeatable, and properties
can be represented in any
order)

You can extend or refine the
resource description using

qualifiers 7@:DublinCore

Click on the logo to learn more or
schedule a consultation with us:
rds@library.ucsb.edu

Many disciplinary standards,
including EML and DDI (covered
in early DLS issues), use Dublin

Core's elements.
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https://www.dublincore.org/specifications/dublin-core/usageguide/qualifiers/

